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Jean Bon Saint-Andre was a hard-worker and a poor speaker,
like Carnot; he was constantly employed in difficult missions,
and had to work almost single-handed, and the importance of
his attempts to reorganize the French navy will form the
subject of a later chapter.

Similar in character, and equally men of practical and
administrative ability and not thinkers or orators, were the
two members of the Great Committee who took charge of
what was vaguely called " subsistances," Prieur of the Marne
and Robert Lindet. Of Pierre Louis Prieur,1 commonly called
Prieur of the Marne, there is hardly anything known, except
that he was born at Sommesous on April 1, 1756, and was
practising as an avocat at Chalons-sur-Marne in 1789, when
he was elected a deputy to the States-General. This absence
of information is the more extraordinary, inasmuch as he "was
a man who filled an important place in the e^yes of his con-
temporaries, and was a leading deputy both of the Constituent
Assembly and of the Convention, as well as being a member
of the Great Committee. In the Constituent Assembly he sat
on the extreme left, and was next to Robespierre and Petion,
the most conspicuous member of the thirty, whom Mirabeau
attacked,2 He was in his language the most violent of all the
radical speakers in the Constituent Assembly, and was the
deputy who proposed the destruction of the monument which
" despotism has erected to itself on the Place des Tictoires "
and the first to propose penal measures against the Emigres.
At the close of the Constituent Assembly Prieur was elected
vice-president of the criminal tribunal of the Seine, and was
in September, 1792, chosen by the department of the Marne to
the Convention. As an ex-Constituant, Prieur of the Marne
was from the first listened to with attention; he was a mem-
ber of the Committee of General Defence, and entrusted with
many important missions,3 and eventually on July 10, 1793,

1  It is difficult to get any information on Prieur of the Marne.   Louis
Barbat's Hi&toire de  Chdlons-sur-Marne, 1855, and Lhote's Bwgmplne
Ukalonnaise, 1870, say nothing whatever about him.

2  Vol. i. p 438; vol. h. p 40.                      3 Yol. ii. p. 274.